Ipswich Community Church

Connected
Friendship
Group

●

We challenge each other with respect

●

I am responsible

●

I am aware of others and aware of myself

●

I care about what you have to say

●

I clean up my mess

Our Style
We serve each other
●

Day 1 at friendship group; since then loads
has happened

We love questions
●

Connected FG has been
running for 3 months now
here’s what's been
happening and what is
coming next!
We kicked off the group establishing what
we stand for and values we want to see
displayed in our friendship. This is what we
came up with to begin with:

Our Friendship Values
●

We are all loved by God

The group is building a culture of
serving. Slow steps at first but this is
becoming increasingly easier for the
young people to do and far more
instinctive than when we first
started. Eating together and having 2
people cook and 2 people clean up
after has been a huge catalyst in this.

We have been encouraging the
groups natural curiosity and creating
an environment where no question is
off the table! What we build now lays
the foundation for the bigger and
deeper questions later on. Over
dinner the kids get to choose the
topic of conversation; either their
own or from a pot of question
prompts in the middle of the table.

The space belongs to us
●

For 2 hours on a Monday evening our
young people are free to do whatever
they want in order to explore the
values and relationships within the
group. All of us (kids included)

challenge where we see people
pushing on the boundaries of the
values we have set up. But ultimately
we want every young person who
comes to feel ownership over the
evening. We have set up card games,
food, video games, chill out spots,
space to do homework etc but it is up
to them as to how the use the space
and time. The most popular time is
when we all come together to play
team games!

Dinner with Connected FG
Always fun, always loud and always tasty!
The youth get a real chance here to serve
each other and get into conversations that
won’t usually come up in their usual
friendship groups

Topics of convo over dinner so far have
included… “What is heaven?” and “Do I have
to like you to love you?”
We feel dinner is important to the building
of friendship in this group as it brings
everyone together and gets them talking to
people they may not usually talk to.

Activities with Connected FG
As we’ve moved forward we have
experimented with lots of different
engagement ideas. We’ve been looking for
the right format for the evening that
encourages the most community spirit and
creativity.

Cooking and clean up afterwards!!

Film producing and editing

Band practice, songwriting and music
exploration. Connected Band’s debut hit is
called “Hello my name is Jeff”

Video Games, always a winner… but not so
socially engaging :D

Even tried some teaching…. (note to self kids don’t want more school lol!)

Throwing blobs of paint at a piece of paper to
show that there is more evidence the world
has been designed than the thought that we
are a random occurrence!

Hours of fun and friendship
All this amongst hours of laughing, stories of
each others days, Spoons (A game involving
spoons and cards) and back to back games of
Mafia!

No friendship group is complete without a bit
of flossing!

We have learned a lot in the last few months
and have developed great friendships but
most importantly the youth have started to
own the space for themselves and are really
starting to make this their own.

This needs to be an organic
environment. The objective is to help
the youth discover the Kingdom of God
in all areas of life for themselves.

So What’s Next…?
Developing the team
In order for the connected friendship group
to continue we now need to start building a
larger team to facilitate what is going on.

Great youth work is also an attractive asset
to any church and so we should be expecting
more and more families to join ICC as the
group gets stronger and stronger. With that
comes the need for more leaders.

What do you think about joining the team for
one evening a month? Would you and your
spouse be able to get involved somehow?

We’d like to invite all the parents of the
connected youth to an ideas and youth
development dinner. We will be in
contact to arrange this.

Thank you for all your commitment to
ICC and the youth work. We are excited
about even more to come!!

